
Perception of Intonational Patterns and Speaker’s Intentionality in English Yes-No Questions Produced by Brazilians 
Figure 1 - Neutral BP yes-no question (LH*L%)
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 Source: XXX (2014)
Figure  - Neutral English  yes-no question (L*H%)
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Source: XXX (2014)

Figure 3 - Developing intonational pattern of Neutral AL yes-no questions by BPSE (L*!H%)
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Source: XXX (2014)

Figure 4 - An example of a Perception Task item
[image: image4.png]Experiment 1

You will hear 17 audio files. You have to indicate whether what you hear sounds more like a statement (You're from Japan.), a yes/no question (Are you from
Japan?) or a WH-question (Where are you from?), by pushing the corresponding button.






Source: the authors.
Figure 6 - An example of an Intentionality test utterance

[image: image5.png]Experiment 3

You will hear the 17 utterances again. This time, your task is to give us your impressions about the speaker of each utterance either by choosing one of the
choices given or by writing down words of your own. You can play the audio as many times as you wish.

Audio 1
Speaker: Do you like movies?

—————m

The speaker:

'WANTS TO KNOW if you like movies.

S ASSUMING that you like movies.

[S CRITICIZING the fact that you like movies.

S DOUBTING that you like movies.

S SURPRISED that you like movies.

S MAKING FUN of the fact that you like movies.






Source: the authors
Table 1 - Listeners’ general performance in the perception test
	
	Perception Test (15 tokens)

	
	Mean
	%
	SD
	Min-Max

	Statements
	5.19
	35%
	1.92
	1-9

	Yes-no
	6.13
	43%
	2.21
	2-12

	Wh-
	2.74
	22%
	1.57
	0-6



Source: the authors
Table 2 - Wilcoxon signed rank for tested variables

	
	Yes-no / statements
	Wh- questions / statements
	Wh- questions / yes-no questions

	Z.
	-1.086
	-3.802
	-4.053

	p.
	.277
	.000
	.000


Source: the authors
Table 3 - Perception of contours by BPSE

	
	L*H%
	LH*L%
	L*!H%

	Statement
	41%
	41%
	21%

	Yes-no
	35%
	35%
	60%

	Wh-
	24%
	24%
	19%
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* English-L1 like – L*H%; Brazilian-Portuguese like – LH*L%; Interlanguage like – L*!H%.
Source: the authors
Table 4 - Listeners’ perceptions of the NSE intonational patterns
	
	LH*L%
	L*H%

	Statement
	45.2%
	9.7%

	Yes-no 
	32.3%
	67.7%

	Wh-
	22.6%
	22.6%


Source: the authors
Table 5 - Results for the intentionality test according to each contour
	
	L*!H%
N = 155
	LH*L%

N = 155
	L*H%

N = 155

	1 Wants to know IF
	71.61%
	69.03%
	63.22%

	2 Is assuming that 
	14.83%
	10.97%
	10.97%

	3 Criticizing the fact that
	2.58%
	1.29%
	1.93%

	4 Is doubting the fact that
	4.51%
	5.81%
	12.90%

	5 Is surprised that
	2.5%
	9.68%
	5.81%

	6 Is making fun of the fact 
	3.22%
	1.93%
	3.87%

	7 Something elsea
	0,5%
	1.29%
	1.29%


a Something else = is hesitating, wants to be sure that, is seducing the listener, is inviting the listener to, is being ironic, is not interested, thinks it is logical that. 

Source: the authors
Table 6 - Wilcoxon signed rank for tested variables: Neutral yes-no versus other interpretations
	
	L*!H%
	LH*L% 
	L*H% 

	Z.
	-3.456
	-3.842
	-2.648

	p.
	.001
	.000
	.008


Source: the authors
Table 7 - Results for the intentionality test according to each intention

	Interpretations
	N
	%

	1 Wants to know IF
	316
	67.96

	2 Is assuming that
	57
	12.26

	3 Criticizing the fact that
	9
	1.93

	4 Is doubting the fact that
	36
	7.74

	5 Is surprised that
	28
	6.02

	6 Is making fun of the fact
	14
	3.01

	7 Something elsea
	5
	1.08


a Something else = is hesitating, wants to be sure that, is seducing the listener, is inviting the listener to, is being ironic, is not interested, thinks it is logical that.
Source: the authors
Table 8 - Listeners’ interpretations of the NSE tokens
	
	LH*L% 
	L*H%

	Wants to know if
	6.5%
	25.8%

	Something else
	93.5%
	74.2%


Source: the authors
